
Atlantic Coast High School, Summer Reading Assignment for English 1 Honors, 2022-2023 

Hello! This summer, incoming English 1 Honors students are required to read Edith Hamilton’s 

book titled Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes. This book is readily available at libraries, 

bookstores, and online. Hamilton’s book has gone through several different printings over the years, but 

the text is the same in all editions; thus, any copy of the book is acceptable. 

These stories form the basis for some of the earliest literature in the Western world and continue 

to shape and influence contemporary literature as well. Hamilton’s book presents these stories in a clear 

and organized manner and reading this text will help students with the literature to be studied this year in 

English 1 Honors. 

This assignment must be your own, original work. Plagiarism will result in a non-replaceable 

zero. Work will be submitted to a program that checks for plagiarism.  

Edith Hamilton’s Mythology Summer Reading & Writing Assignment 

• Read the Introduction and Chapters 1-12. 

• Respond to the questions below.  

• Type your document in Microsoft Word (or something compatible) and prepare to upload it to 

Focus by the end of September 2022. This will provide students who did not know there was a 

summer reading assignment with time to complete the work.  

• Organize your entries according to the assignment headings. Number and title each response as 

indicated below. 

• Use Times New Roman, 12-point font.  

• There will be a closed book test on these chapters during Quarter 1. Please read the book. 

1. Introduction to Classical Mythology 

Read the first section and “The Mythology of the Greeks.” Choose two important takeaways from this 

introduction and explain why the takeaways stood out to you. Each explanation should be 4-8 sentences. 

You do not need to read “The Greek and Roman Writers of Mythology.” 

2. Chapter One: The Gods 

Create a glossary of the major gods mentioned in this chapter. Give each name and a two-sentence 

definition/identification. Points will be deducted if you do not write complete sentences. An example of a 

major god would be Zeus (Jupiter).  

3. Chapter Two: The Two Great Gods of Earth 

Write two paragraphs discussing the similarities and differences between Demeter and Dionysus. Include 

their personalities and actions. Cite and explain evidence to support your response.   

4. Chapter Three: How the World and Mankind Were Created 

List eight key events of this creation story. For each numbered event, write 2-3 complete sentences with 

details from the text. Place them in chronological order. Cover the central ideas presented throughout the 

chapter.  

 

 



5. Chapter Four: The Earliest Heroes 

Write a brief synopsis of each myth and include Zeus’ role or how he is referenced (“Prometheus and Io,” 

“Europa,” “The Cyclops Polyphemus,” and “Flower-Myths: Narcissus, Hyacinth, Adonis”); then, write a 

paragraph analyzing your overall opinion of Zeus based on his actions in these myths. Cite and explain 

evidence from the text, but also focus on demonstrating your critical thinking which should be 

emphasized in your overall opinion. 

6. Chapters Five and Six: Cupid and Psyche / Eight Brief Tales of Lovers 

Read the following stories: “Cupid and Psyche,” “Pyramus and Thisbe,” “Orpheus and Eurydice,” “Ceyx 

and Alcyone,” “Pygmalion and Galatea,” “Baucis and Philemon,” “Endymion,” and “Daphne.” Then, 

provide a 4-5 sentence synopsis of each story that conveys the entirety of the story, while also including 

the characters’ and the story’s purpose. 

7. Chapter Seven: The Quest of the Golden Fleece 

Write a paragraph analyzing the admirable qualities and flawed traits that Jason demonstrates in his story. 

Make sure to state the traits and justify your opinions. Include specific examples from the text. 

8. Chapter Eight: Four Great Adventures 

Identify one moral for each myth: “Phaëthon, “Pegasus and Bellerophon,” and “Daedalus.” Explain your 

choices with specific examples from the text - Don’t just list them. Avoid clichés, and please do not 

repeat morals. (Identify a different moral for each myth). 

9. Chapters Nine – Twelve: Perseus, Theseus, Hercules, Atalanta (of the boar hunt) 

Which of these heroes is the most heroic and why? Which one is the least heroic and why? Include 

specific examples from the stories. Write one paragraph to respond to each question (2 paragraphs total). 

Finally, at the end of each paragraph, include at least one statement that addresses the opposition (address 

why someone may disagree with you, and refute their argument). 

Good luck, and I cannot wait to meet you! 

 

Mrs. Sands 

 

                                                                       



Grading Rubric 

Points Possible: 200 

Content (100 possible points) 

• Grade of A: original ideas, complex concepts, compelling evidence with concrete details. 

• Grade of B: complex concepts, significant assertions, strong evidence with concrete details. 

• Grade of C: useful and informative, some errors but generally factually accurate, logically 

consistent, relevant to topic. 

• Grade of D: of doubtful or severely limited usefulness, some but not frequent inaccuracy, 

inconsistency, irrelevance or triviality.  

• Grade of F: not useful or informative, factual inaccuracy, logical inconsistency and irrelevance 

to topic selected, trivial assertions. 

Organization, Style, and Mechanics (100 possible points) 

• Grade of A: extraordinarily clear and concise, excellent transitions with sentence and paragraph 

constructions which are varied as to type and length; avoids comma splices, run-on or fused 

sentences, and overused works that no longer have meaning; appropriate and exact word choice 

with very few or no errors or typos. 

• Grade of B: clear and concise, good transitions with sentence and paragraph constructions which 

are somewhat varied as to type or length; few comma splices, run-on or fused sentences; 

appropriate and exact word choice; contains very few overused words that no longer have 

meaning with only a few errors or typos. 

• Grade of C: clear with adequate transitions with clear, coherent sentences and paragraphs; 

several comma splices, run-on or fused sentences; appropriate word choice; contains a few 

overused words that no longer have meaning with moderate errors or typos. 

• Grade of D: unclear at times, uneven transitions with coherent but sometimes unclear sentences 

and paragraphs, generally competent; many comma splices, run-on or fused sentences; 

inappropriate word choice at times; contains overused words with many errors or typos. 

• Grade of F: confusing, few to no transitions with incoherent sentences and paragraphs; little 

evidence of correct sentence construction; unrecognizable or inappropriate word choice; contains 

many overused words that meaning is unclear with little to no attention to mechanics. 

The two scores will be averaged together for one comprehensive grade.  

A- 90-100 

B- 80-89 

C- 70-79 

D- 60-69 

E- 59 and below 

Once all papers are graded, students will be able to view their assignment and received detailed 

oral commentary if requested.  


